MLTF press statement for the press conference at  the Konko Church in  San Francisco in support of Lt. Ehren Watada. Bob Watada (Ehren's  father), Marti Hiken (MLTF co-chair), and Jeff Adachi (the Public Defender of San Francisco County) spoke.

PRESS STATEMENT

August 21, 2006

Re: Lt. Ehren Watada

Marti Hiken, co-chair Military Law Task Force, National Lawyers Guild

First Lt. Ehren Watada has been charged with Conduct Unbecoming an Officer (Article 133 of the UCMJ), Missing Movement (Article 87 of the UCMJ) and Contempt toward Officials (Article 88 of the UCMJ). He is only one of many who serves and have served in the U.S. military who actively and openly oppose this war. He is the first officer to take a public stand against it.

The legitimacy and nature of a war is most clearly understood through the response of those who fight it. Ehren Watada’s resistance is a response to the deception and illegality surrounding this war as well as the increasing resistance to it on the part of those forced to fight it.

The Pentagon admits to 40,000 AWOLs since 2000. Scores if not hundreds of American service members refusing to participate have made the decision to escape military service by fleeing and/or seeking refugee status in Canada. Over 100,000 telephone calls from service members and their family members and friends since March of 2003 have come into the counseling and GI support organizations working directly with GIs seeking to separate  themselves from this illegal war.

Information continues to grow of units refusing orders and missions in Iraq.

It took six years for GI resistance to develop to a meaningful level during the War in VietNam. It has only taken three and one-half years for the resistance to grow during these wars. Service members report that the U.S. military is not functioning in Iraq; orders are being

refused; the U.S. has lost the war; there is civil war now; and, that the Army is not properly equipping its soldiers in combat situations. Americans are lied to by recruiters when they enlist, soldiers are subjected to stop loss, re-deployment after re-deployment, extended enlistments, and situations and lies that lead to low morale and dangerous situations during combat.

Lt. Ehren Watada’s position is a moral one. He is a person who truly respects the role of an officer as a leader and as a role model. It was for that reason that he read and researched the alleged reasons for the US involvement in Iraq extensively. Only upon recognizing the

deception and illegality of that war, was he unable to reconcile his role as officer and leader with that of participant in the Iraqi War.
His refusal to participate in illegal activity doesn’t abandon or jeopardize his fellow soldiers; rather, it sets an example for them -- a life-saving example.

He tried for months to reach some compromise with the military as to how to reconcile his patriotism and respect for the country with the illegality of this war. It was the military’s intransigence that brought this court-martial about. The military could have and should

have recognized the integrity of his stance and either discharged him or given him the opportunity to serve honorably in the military somewhere other than in Iraq.

The symbolic role that officers and enlisted personnel play in translating the nature of a war is crucial. Feedback from soldiers, officers and foreign reporters have always provided a cornerstone regarding the nature of such conflicts. The Bush administration’s silencing of all dissent and even honest reporting (coffins, personal blogs/websites, descriptions of battles) characterize the deception and dishonesty of this struggle. Men and women of courage and honor

in the midst of these deceptions must by necessity and the code they have sworn to uphold, refuse illegal orders. Members, and especially the officers, of the U.S. military must take responsibility in their complicity in illegal wars and the destruction of the morale, principles, and integrity of their own organization and structure.

The Army’s insistence that Lt. Watada abandon his core beliefs and integrity to support this unconscionable war should be rejected by all people of honor, whether in the military or not.

