DOING YOUR FIRST COURT-MARTIAL


A Progressive Lawyer’s Dive into the Belly of the Beast
By Steve Collier - If you could develop a litigation strategy to stop the war

in Iraq, would you be the first attorney to sign onto the pleadings? If you

could fight militarism with a brilliant closing argument, would you take that

case?


I would venture to say that most progressive attorneys who oppose the

government’s actions in the Middle East would gladly use their skills to slow

the seemingly endless war that darkens our lives and shames our nation. If

you desire to do more than protest and vote, you would do well to consider

representing a military resister in a court-martial. While you and your client

may not stop the war, you may prevent another casualty and raise the consciousness

of many in the process.

I did my first court-martial representing Stephen Funk, the first public conscientious

objector to the war in Iraq. After refusing to deploy to Iraq,

Stephen turned himself into the Marines, and his objection made headlines

throughout the world. The Marines charged him with desertion in time of

war.

I had never done a court-martial. I had never even tried a criminal case,

although I had tried many civil jury trials. I learned that you don’t have to be

an expert in military law to do a court-martial. You only need to prepare

well, possess decent trial advocacy skills, and believe in what you are doing.

While this article cannot prepare you substantively for your first courtmartial,

it seeks to offer you guidelines to successfully represent a military

resister. In doing so, you will be bringing a progressive voice into the biggest

belly of the biggest beast, the U.S. military.

